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composite. It is not, as people almost believed when a leading
physician wrote The Unexpurgated Case against Women's Suffrage,
the face of any particular person.

In the light of newer knowledge we can state the problem of
sex difference in mankind much more explicitly than Havelock
Ellis was able to do. We are not compelled to obscure its com-
plexity by dragging into the discussion that very mystifying and
happily obsolescent word instinct. Difference in social behaviour,
whether courtship, vocation, or less easily classified manifestations
of temperament and opportunity, always involve a process of
learning. Any such difference may Conceivably be interpreted in
one of three ways. One possibility is that the X and Y chromo-
somes in the cells of the nervous system affect aptitude to learn
one or another mode of behaviour. A second possibility is that
this primary difference of constitution does not directly affect
aptitude to learn one or another type of behaviour, but does so
in a roundabout way, chiefly because the exercise of the repro-
ductive function in one sex (the female) interferes with certain
kinds of social conduct, as maternity interferes with military
prowess or regular employment outside the home. A third possi-
bility is that the inertia of social tradition conserves differences
of sex behaviour, because similar or dissimilar kinds of conduct
in some earlier form of social organization have become sexually
differentiated for one of the two previous reasons.

The conservatism with which people cling to the first or naive
view of sex differences is pardy due to the fact that we never
see an individual of one sex brought up in exactly the same kind
of social environment as individuals of the other sex. Several
considerations which have accumulated since Man and Woman
was written lead us to doubt whether it is correct. Precise and
compendious researches directed to the measurement of intelli-
gence by modern psychological tests have totally failed to reveal
any significant intellectual difference between the sexes. The
opponents of the early feminists triumphantly pointed to the
failure of women to distinguish themselves in die more intel-
vocations 4$ evidence of 3 constitutional J^ck of